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To the Peace Table via the Hindenburg Line

The Terrible

“German

Lesson
Desert”

of
and lts

the

Beggarx to France

By Frank H. Simonds

PARIS, January 21.
HROUGH the courtesy of the
British government 1 have come to
the peace confervnee by way of the
war zone., To trave! directly from
America, always at pesce, to Paris, now
resanilg much of her ante-war dclivity

and become again & real capital, is to for- |

get almost entirely the four years and a
half of agony that separated Europe and
the rest of the world from July, 1914, and
thus to eliniinste many of the wvital ques-
tions remaining to be settled. 1t is gther-
if by Ypres; by Vimy
Ridze. by the Somme battlsfields, by the
repiotia where five years apo hundreds of
thousands of people lived and Ishored
nondst smilings fields and in pleagant towns,
regrions i which 2,000,000 dend now steep

wisg ane JUILTIeys

nnd Kleep in the midst of o desolation hes

wonid human words to deseribe. 1 have seen

battlofialds 1 the hour of conflict, but in
that time skmidst the desolation and de-
truction there wna still o # ¢ of human
anerry which ldd  budbme Yost supar-
hunian in iks fury. The farees of destrue-
tion were themselves vital pmidst wll the
waste which they ereated, but far mors
terrifying and terrihle 15 the battlefield
when the living sre gone, when upon

hundreds and thownsands of square miles of
territory there resta the blight of war,

In the “German

Desert”

It is in'the dead eities wind even more In
the deid viluees of Northiern France that
one must seck evidence of what this Gex
maer Uhime has mennt), must seek somoes
timate of thaeivaat actount which remans
to be scttled, The Gerdiun has gune, Ila
has vanished out of hie 'I'l"'n\'h-". out of
the rums of the region he has wasted,
His conguerors have gone af him, but
the real inhabitunts have not et hegun
to rebyrn. As n gonsyequencs, From Ypres

v the horder of the Oise dboyve Noyon,
mpre than a hundred miles in longttude,
and fre a dozen to fifty miles in'latitude; |

pre exists the st appulling desert of
which mind can coneeive—a few Ger
mun, prisoners elewning  débria from. the
mmors smportant highwiys, a few British
=pldiers standing guuard over matevinl, and

Cor the test in oa land wlhere three millinn

Freneh and Belgiang lived five years ago,
just nothing. Villages, forests, the fruit
troes, and the garden shrubsy like the
buildings, all gone. How, then, are the
peace makers at Paria to sel in motion the
machinery, itaelf all te be made, which will
bring the old inhabitants back to the CGer-
desert whick, like the Great Amer-
Desert of the lust century, separates
twe smiling rigions! How are the millions
oft little peeple, with their flocks and their
farm returned . low
‘are ‘the Germuns who did thiz thing, to
undo: it ?

M

loan

implements, to he

. 1 - o |
In Paris one talks of the léarue of na- |

tions and the vight of self-determination.

but on the Hindenbury Bne one thinks of |
tangible. |
On the Hindenburg line 1 found a Prench |

something e speciile, more

wamnn who bud comoe to look for the first
time at what had heen her home, the village

in which shoe had been born, and her peo- |

pie time out of mind. 1 found her ex-
hausted beside the road, after the thirty
mile walk, ! frute again tumed toward
her place of e . And this s what for
her, for her children, ler friends and
neighbors the Hindenbury line was,
A Thing Ugly
In Iniention

My renders will pecald how often 1 have
writton of this great Evztem ‘of deferige;
stretehing From the Bdarpe to the Sonime;
they will huve vistalized it as a fortifica-

tion, &3 a eystem of inlricate field works;

-
L

on which the village stood, she looked out
upon u land torn by shell fire until it Te-
sembled a skeleton rather than the flesh.
Along every swell in the slopes actually
behind it crumbling dugouts, ugly holes
in the greund slowly sinking under the
action of the rains, separated from each
other by endless rows of barbed wire, sown
everywhere with little crosses, themselves
half fallen, where dead men were buried
et hazard—this was her own country.
+  And beyond the nearer view, curve on
curve, the land swelled away in all diree-
| tiens, & monotonous wasts without a tree,
without & single surviving habitetion, with-
out any obatacle to interrupt the vision—
not u desert with clean sand, but a waste
in which everything epoke of decay follow-
ing death. For nearly twenty mjles in
either direction this desert extended, East-
| ward apainsgt the horizon was the skeleton
of Bourlon Woods, where the first battle
of Cambrai was won and lest in 10917,
| Westward was Arras, behind the slope, the
city of a thousand bombardments,
now to dust and ashes in the mam. Hers
wlhera thers had been smiling villages, fer-
| tile fields and happy peopla was nothing
but a desolotion tragic beyond expression.
| And all this was not the wreck of bat-
tles. It was nothing of the mort. In Jan-
uary, 1917, Hindenburg had said, “We shall
retreat twenty miles, wasting the country
to create a degert in front of us; thus we
ghall escape an Allied attuck while we
settle with Rusasia," and with German thor-
oughness the thing was done. Tha peopla
wers muarched off to Belgium to be fed by
Amervican relief missions, or to die. The
villages were destroyved, tha roads mined,
every living thing was cut down, every in-
animate thing was blown up. So the Ger-
man desert was created, and so it remaing,
sown now with millions of unexploded
shells, the débria of late battles, with hel-
mets and hand grenades, a wegion where
cvory heap of ruins is a deadly peril, where
the plough must reopen furrows among
live shells.

France Will Yet

with forts Im & eertain sense: this was C”me Back
exnil, in another it wad totally false. Hera
i owhat this Prenell womian found in the Yet by contrast thera was tne French
very heart of the Findenbure lne faecing | woman, and she said quite simply, “Are we
Qieat coming back? OFf course we are coming
Where the famous switeh line began, | back; as soon as the government will give
facing Dullleeourt, where ouce {he Aus- | us the barracks in which to live. We must
tralians were sliushtored, snrrounded on all | get to work on our fields apain, Yes it
sides by pla whome numes were in all | will requive courage to do this work, hut
the war nows a fuw nenths ago, imme- | we have courage. We must do it for the
dintely hefore her was her own village, | voung, is it not 0?” And that, as 1 said,
Gr it thewe emained a fow musses of riven | is the problem, mnot of ihe French govern-
musonry, endless heaps of brick and dust, | ment alone, hut of the Paris conference,
formless masses of ruing, themselves hall Someliow theae thousands and hundreds

| buriad in ashes, Where thie vitlage ehureh
e 2lood a sgust German dugout erose
in gtark nglness; the single exinting struets
ure that had form, Dooking noelh, east
oty e west from the gentle eminence

af thousands of women and men who have
eournge must be brought back to
fiellle,

[
|
!
| these
l e desert deliberately, wantonly, viciously,
must he made {o abolish it, to exenvate

Somehow the German who created |

the shells, to supply the labor and the ma-
terial to furnish the new homes with what
they stole from the old before they wrecked
them, to return the machinery which they
carted to Germany, to supply a beginning,
for they took everything movable and de-
stroyed everything that was immovable,
There is atill another problem. You will
find it at Lens if you follow in the foot-
stepd of the Canadians over Vimy Ridge to
the flut landa below. Here were the coal
mines of France, surrounded by & score of

| German

Littla cities, model elties, with their well- |

ordered brick homes; eities of which Lens
was but the most considernble. A hundred
thousand people lived in these eities, lived
in a degree of comfort which was unmis-
takable, and vear by year brought up from
the ground soma 15,000,000 tons of coal, the
sireater share of the French supply and the
very foundation of French industyy.

And of all thege little cities are laft anly

| vast heaps of aplintered heams and smashed

| bricks.

conae |

| eould

Mile on mile in all directions not a
honse atands. Into the mines the Germans
turned the floods. Such machinery ag they
eould not remove they smashed, Each housa
wad treated to dymamite. The induster of
idestruction was unbelievable,
were reduced to dust and straw mattrosses,
fallen by the wayside, were picked clean of
the straw. "It was as if the contract had
called for utter ruin, and the Germans' life
had depended upon the completeness of the
destruction.

Gone, bur Not
Forgotten!

In the centre of Lens a returned citizea
was searching amid the ruins of his store
for & well, down which he had lowered wal-
uable papers, and he could net find the
well; even so well defined an objective
was  Dbeyond his  resources, destrue-
tion: wad =0 complete. And {he story of
Lena was this, When the German found he
not stay he resolved that Franca
should sttl be dependent upon Germuny
for eopal; that she should still be crippled
for an endless time. So, systematically, he
destroyed the mines, the machinery, the
dwelling houses; lLe took the furnituve. |
do pot know how words eun deseribe the
nionstrous, Lhe amazing miracle of destroe-
tion he accomplished in the Lens diatrict,

He is gone now. DBut the problem re
mains. Te wasted tha ficlds that the poas-
ants might not return, He destroyed the
citics and the mines, that the industrial
population might not conie hack, that this
region and this portion of France might

' that

City blocks |

A
| trenches

die, and now, when the German pessants |

are returning to their undisturbed farms,
to their undamagod industrinl centres and
their intact factyvries, iha peo
ern France ave still exiles,

ple of North- |

I hope my American friends will think o |

the German degert which aceupies so much

of Northern Franee when the peane con-

ference begins its work. 1If the French ask I'
the possession of the Saar coal district
larce theirs and stolen by the Germans in
1814) to replace the ruined eoul fields of
Artois and Flanders, 1 trust that the Amer-
teans will not see in this demand French
imperialism, but the effert of France to re- |
stme the busziness of life in spite of the
cifort permeanenily to destroy |
French industries. And in the same sense, |
it there is discussion of compelling Ger- |
many to supply labor to remove the shells, |
nlough the fields and open the roads, T hops l
the Americans will think that the
Freneh nre not seeking revenge, but a way
to renair the most brutal of ail injuries
and permit their exiles to retura home
agrini the exiles who, like the TFrenclh
woman at Croisilles, have courage, hut have
lost eversthing clsa.

T hese Perished
In Vain?

And in the Parls conference there is (o |
be talk of the responsibility net alone for |
the amets of war after the contest itself |
came, but for the causing of the war. 17
only one eculd Uranslate into words that |
Tall a meaning the faet of the dead and
dosarted battlefields, that shell torn TeEion
one Jooka down upon from Kemmel snd
Zehurfenberg, the region that was
onee the Ypres walient! At least half a
million men died there. A {ow sleap in
graves, but for the mest part they and
tlieir graves have been ground up in the
never ending pound of coaseless bhombard-
ments,

{rom

A year ago every vidge, every slopes, evary
lieap of dust and ashes had its military
valua and an historic meaning, Men died
by the thousand to advance a few hundred
vards; but now all the hills and ruins have
been as it were demonetized, They hava
no further value, The Germans lost them,
{ha British advanced beyond, the war has
gone and peace eannot return, Half o mill-
ton dead remain, but nothing for which
they fought to the end is worth a seeoni
thuught, nothing in the material facts. And
the Hindenburg line, the Somme battle-
field=. it 15 the sama thing in both cazes
A million and a half of dead sleep between
the Yser and the Somme, but in the lands
they died to hold no living thing staye, gave |
few prisoners and their guards. Tho
digintegrate in the rain, the
barbed wire yusts in the brown of the
landscape, the snake grazsg is beginning to
hury everything.

And for all this somz one must pay, not |
az a mautter of punishment, that is another
question; but come one must pay in order
that this part of the German plan may not
prevail, that this much of civilization may
not perish, that this eornar of France muy
not die. In Flanders, Artois, Picaridy, vou
gel the full measure of the German Ffury
destructinn,

of A more terrible force one

*

| ished by the armistice, it is

¢ was his arropunce a year ago.

Victory to France, but the Dividends

to Germany, Unless the Peace

Council Wakes Up

cannot lmagine.
and destroyed cities. Nothing has been too
small or tuo great to clude Germany run
amuck, The passion that is almost ecle-
mental in ity magnitude of destructive
force el one moment scems guided by
mieroscopic vision at the next. One must
sea what the Germans did to understand
something of what Germany waa and may
be again when a few decades have passed.

Things America
Must Remember

I have dwelt upon these circumstances at
this time becsuse it seems to me that
Americans must understand in some meas-
ure the mood and temper of France to-dag.
It ia the tragedy shich has vot been ubol-

fermula of words

abolish.

L and sentiments ean
The men who planned and guided
thia thing are in the main alive and un-
punished. At least & million French women
and ehildren are still practically homeless.
Years miust pass’ before the open wound
which stretches frem Belgium to Switzer-
land can be healed, if st nll, snd it will
remain an open wound fovrever in the gide
of France if France and not the Germans
have to carry tha burden, And yet, save
for the I'rénch in Paris and out of it, ons
féels p cartain tendeney to forget this Ger-
man desert. The German is singing & new
iune new. Itis humility is as eomplete as
Tlhe French
waman toeld me how her German master
mada her work in the fields close up to the
fiving line;, growing polatoes, and
ullowed her two a day te live on: yet the
German now imperiously demands that we
feed himt while his victims remain without
all that whieh they must have if they are
to begin life azain, .

Over in Germany the Germans are {ead-

" ing our soldiers with words and with pro-

visipna, carrying on a monstrous propa-

! ganda with something of the success they

had in a similar work in America not so
long azn. In Paris the peace conference re-
ports concentrate upon the Adriatic prob-
lem, the Polish readjustments, while tle
oucstion of the Kingdom of the Hedjaz
threatens to skhovten the lives of statesmen
and diplomats slike.

It has wasted provinces hardly three hours to the G

the ruin which |

then !

| cities, iof the wasted fields

erman-mugds

desert of the Somme. And thess deserts
present the problems I have mentioned,
problems of restitution, reparation and res.
toration. As it stands, the German has Jost
the war, but before he lost the war b
ruined half of Northern France, and if jo
does not repay his factories will profit, his

Iaborers gain, and glory will be 1o the vie.

tor, but the dividendz to the vanquished,
who only fought while victory seemed 1o
sible and grounded his arms whon the Lat
tle approached his factories and fielfs
This Bill Must
Be Paid

It is not & hymn of hate thut | um s
ing to sing. There is no longe V- TGO
for emotion.  The war is over, the il
ofithie Germun methods cor v inal jude
ment; but either the Gormen must pur pof
the French end Belgian people stuper yn.
der the burden of his terrible d

eslruelion;
whila the German, escaping t |
cuperates for & new adven
fo eseane.

A vear spo he was stareing mill
iong; to-day he openly de |
world feed him.

where at work, in Paris and
such a small part of the non
of the world as thinks of
desert, knowa it &8s il exiits,
that the world will forget.

His prona

thae

that one fonrs

To-day I talked with an Americ:
nahist fiaming with fury boc
fashion his precious comment
or/lost in transit,"to the g 1

freedom: of the press, 1 t

ish colonel, keen to ercet a mew Hodly
kingdom under the lig oy
America. The froutibrs of Toelund move

with the tides; & new map of Asin Minor is
made each hour, and th
Kgean change hands eve mient, bul in
the midst of all thia diplomatic o
the mingling of idealism and reslism
ternational romance and high finsnes, T find
myzelf constantly thinking of the suined

of tha

I

arnd the

graves of the noril. T
all in Paris, and if we do shall we nol in-

vite the German

Shall wa 1

to eome again, however

I Tofty & strueture wa raize in the nnma of

Bt by automobile one may almost in a |

nioment reach the old German line, and it is

the league of nations?
{(Copyright, 1919, by the Mellure Ne

priper Symdicate)

Trust!

By Charles W. Stokes

NE fine day some crithi

buster will go wup into Western

Canada and bump
]
= members, Somewhaet remarkably,

although it controls the selling pries of

gubseribin

it is rather an amiable kind

Rinstie trusi- |

mio & TDI‘I.H}'

irire trust—one with over 60,000 |

its product,

of & trust cand shaves QN profits on
a cupperative basisy snd, most extraordi- |
nary thing of sl camposed entirely

of farmers, Nomne of your ladylike orange
srowers or apple orchardists, either, who
merale use a central agency to gell produce
ender & trademark, hut regulnr dyed-in-
shp-wonl farmers who wear overalls, have
callpuzed palms, and raise difficult things
Ve wheut and eattle. About the yery
last peonle in the world, in fact, who would
be suspected of self-organization, hut, in
{he gequel, the most notebly surcessful,
This truat, if gucl it ean be culled. is
nominally composed of five aeparate units,
Mhess are the Manitoba Grain Growers'
Association, the Seskatchewan Grain Grow-
ern’ Association, the United Farmers of
Alberts, the United Grain Growers, Limited,
gnd the Saskatchewan Cooperative Elevator
Company. The first three represent what
may be ealled the cducrtional side of the

trust and the remaining two the trading |

gide, but as ail the wtoek in the trading
companics ia held by members of the edu-
cational ‘associations, and as the former,
in fuct, finence the propaganda of the lat-
tor, the two branches dovetzil so cxactly
1kt jeintly they comprise a somewhnt dut-
standing and significant movement which in
tha West {s generally known as the “grain

growers' movement.”
The Farmers
Say N
When, in the full of 1977, the Cunadian

government sholished {ta historie two-party
Bystem of Libernls and Conservatives and

established & “Union” party, thereby con-

eolldating all political creeds in a kingle

unified win-the-war programme, it offered
the portfolio of Minister of Agriculture
to T, A. Crerar, president and general man-
eger of the United Grain Growers, Limited,
2 business msn who had never entered
political lifo or mupired to perlismentary
bonors.
accepted and holds very ably, testified to the
powsrfol position that the grain growers'
movement had stioined. But what really
mads the general public firat sit up and
‘$ake notice thal a new fores hud arigen
In thelr midat waw that the “trust” was
+mnogt entirely responsible for the prin-

That portfolio, which Mr. Crerar |

ciple of fixing wheat prices pn this conti-
nent at &n equitable price to the grower,
In the spring of 14917, before the United
stood at
wildly
twelva

wheat
but

States enteréd the war,

$£1.78 per bushel, hacl
fluctunted the
months, ranging from $1.068 fo $LY1, and

wis climbing steadily higher. The British

ahout

during preceding

government had fixed & minimum price for
of about $1.5Y,

bought the whole available surplus of Aus-

honie-grown  whouat had

tealia at ahout $1.12 and controlled the sur-
plus erops of Indis and Egypt. Acting, there-
fore, a8 an intermediary for the Britigh
government, Sir George Yostor, Canadian
of 'Trade ap-
nronched the Canadian Couneil of Agricul-
the

five orpanizations mentioned above, with

Minister and Commerce,

ture, which is a consolidation of all
the affer of $1.90 a bushel for their entire
1917 eron, before it was sown, this price to
he £, o, b, Tort Willinm, #t the head of the
Great Lakes, Mueh to his and' the genepal

surpriee, the counecil refused his offer, and

1

els, in 1017 the two companies handled
about 30 per cent of abaul 250,000,000

buthels, or more than the total output of |

| the country ten years previously.
1

Three Millions
In Capital

These two companies (the United Grain

* Growers, Ltd., being a racent amalgamation
of the previously existing Grain Growers
Grain Company and the Alberta Farmers
Cooperative Elevator Company) have 60,000
shareholders, composed entirely of working
farmers, roughly, one in three of the total

named as the lowest acceptable the flat rate

of £1.70, ar preferably a puarantee of prices
from a minimum of $1.50 to & maximum of
$1.00;
mendously

Tuking inte consideration the tre-
increased cost of production,
the organized farmega of Western Canada
defond their seeming profiteering by sub-
mitting thut
tion upon them to produce wheat et a loss
lower than the

or British farmer—a

price, in fact, which would have the oppe- |

gite result ol discouraging wheat produe-

tion, The gaovernment felt this fApure was
too high, but a very few months later, in
concert with the action of the United States
Eovernment, itsel? fixed the price at $2.21,
There little doubt that
price nf wheat not been fixed it
to-day be around $3 or $4, It actually
touched $8 in May, 1917; so that on both

counts the farmers' offer would in the up-
shot huave bes

is wery had the

n to the national advantage.

Hut how ecame the furmers Lo possess

thege unexpected powers of saying “no”?
The farmer had Litherto been the ultimate
goat, to whom the warld successfully passed
the buck of low prices. Practically alons
of wll prime producers, the farmer was
the only one who did not eontrol the selling
price of hia commodity, based upon cost of
production plus handling charges, but had
to take what the world would glve him.
The more there was of his ons commodity
in the market, the less he got. The answer
liea in the fuct that while in 1006, its firat
year, the one farmers' trading company
handled less than 2 per cent of the total
volume of grain exported from Western
Cannda, which was roughly 70,000,000 hush-

there wins no moral oblipga- |

number of owners or temants of farms in
the three prairie provinees, Munitoba, Sas:
katchewen and Alberta. The companies have
a paid up capitalization of $3,000,000, with
reserve funds of anbther $2,000,000. They
have assets of over $12,0000,000, and last
year paid dividends of 10 and 8 per cent,
respectively.  Siuce the beginning of the
war they have paid over 1,000,000 war taxes

in eold cash. They operate hetweon them

Too,

606 country grain elevators, two large pub- |

lic and two large private elevators at the
licad of the Great Lakes, where western

grain first enters commeres. The United

| On what divine adventure has he gone?

Beyond what peaks of dawn
Is he now faring? On what errand blest . '
Has his impulsive heart now turned? No rest '
Could be the portion of his tireless soul.,

He seeks some frenzied goal

would |

11

| I went away—with still so much to do!”

—CHARLES HANSON TOWNE

Theodore Roosevelt !_
January 6, 1919

Where he can labor on till Time is not.
And earth is nothing but a thing forgot.

Pilot and Prophet! as the years increase
The sorrquw of your passing will not cease.
We love to think of you still moving on
From sun to blazing sun.

From planet to far planet, to some height
Of clear perfection in the Infinite,
Where with the wise Immortals you can fine

| The Peace you fought for with your heart and m ind,

‘ Yet from that bourne where you are journeying il'
Sometimes we think we hear you whispering, |
’ “I went away, O world 30 false and true,

o e 1
Griin Growers' Company conducts a grain

axporting wusinesz with headquarters at
New York, which prior to the war was one |
of the largest grain exporting concerns I
an the continent and i3 now in the seryice .
of the Allied governments, And all this :
hna been accomplished in the short dura- I
tian of twelve vears, in a field strewn with

the wrecks of farmers’ codperative com-

panies, granged and socieiiesa of equity!
Nor are the interests of these companies

confined entirely to grain selling. They

their shareholders—

handle livestock for
ahout 4000 eavloads of cattle, hogs and

L

60,000 of Them

sheep passed through their hands last YEear,

But apart from this, they not only sell |

their shareholders’ output; they also sell
to them. Sinee their original conception,
they have entered on a considerable scale
into the handling of a large portion of the
staple goods necessary for their members’
Their collective buying
power is enormous, and their unique sys-

requirenients;

tem of internal distribution, the “local”

ssnding In its veguisition to headquarters I

for a large district, entails that practically

the whole of the saving effected in whole-
sale buying is passed on to the individual
member,
tive trading {s now dons annuslly—coal,
flour, machinery, fencing, lumber, apples,
groceries, and 80 on. The combination owns
500,000,000 feet of standing lumber in Brit-
ish Columbia. It owns a land company for
the sale of lands. It owns a weekly paper—
the *“Grain Growers' Guide,” one of the
brightest and “different” agricultural pub-

lications on the continent.

How the Trust
Started

The actual “grain growers' movement' be-
gan in 1901, at the little tewn of Indian
Head, Saskatchewan, when a group of farm-
ers from the Northwest territories staved

Over 37,000,000 worth of cobpera- |

In their chairs in a corner of the municipal |

hall after the conclurion of a debate ba-
tween two well known politicians, which

dehate‘ren‘.]y had mothing to do with what

happened subsequently. That group of seri- |

| ous faced men, hardencd and determined

looking, were not there entirely by ageident,
They had assembled as the result of a call
that had gone over the whole country, sum-
moning some of the prominent settlers to
consider the grievous conditions which af-
fected not only themselves, but every farmer

between Winnipez and the Racky Moun- |

taing, and to discuss the abuses and hard-

ships under which they were living and |

working. The man who had taken the
Initiative in organizing that little after-
meeting wan W, R. Motherwell, now Minis-
ter of Agriculture for the province of Sas-
katchewan.

The conditions at the beginning of the
present century which led to the rapid or-
genization of the grain gErowers’ mssocia-
tions were characteristic, perhaps, of the
clreumstances which heve stimulated Tevo-
lutionary movements throughout hiatory.
For nearly twenty years the farmers had
been growing restlesa and discontented
under the conditions they were compelled to
fuce.  Between the early "80s and 1900
there were no regulations directing or con-
trolling the wheat trade. Those were the

days of 30 and 40 ecent wheat. “I ha

been very much impressed,” My, Mothorwell

has since said, “with the nece: of &
permanent organizalion among farm
ers to represent the specin! réquiremoents of

the grain growing interests of {he country,
to press persistently for an fmprovement
of market conditions, trinsportation, ware-
housing, and for the introduction of amend.
ed legislation from time to tinie,
raign

undertaken immediately, with the gratifving

A cam-

to. organize locel associations was

result that when the first grain growers'
conference was held, two nionths

ater. no

less than 38 locals were yapressrted,”

Real Canada
Parliaments

From this smal] beginning has
these three numerically strong, hignly sue-
cessful and tremendously poweriul acricd
tural organizations of to-day, perhaps the
only
toral

really suceessful example of agricnl

cobperation, and cerbainly one of the
most
of &

interesting studies in the coi peERLIcT
large body of prima producera, Tho
commercial ventures floated during the sub
Eequent years as independont companies,
the stock of v'hich is held entively by mem-
bers of the other organizations,
abled

aims,

huve eln-
them to develop their educational
The annua) four-duy conventions of
the three associations ara tha reu! parlis-
ments of Middle Western Canada, 1t would
surprise & casusl visitor, going to one of
these convontions and expecting merely 3
short course in agricaltural science, to find
instead a thousand or more enthusiastie
farmers debating, with considerable ability,
almost everything except the practice of
farming, The records of these conventions
show that besides the
provincial and federm! governments tha
of

banks, dairies and trading ussociations, free

recommending to

establishment cooperative elevalora
trade, single tax, und many other econemic
teforms, the grain growers urged women's
sutfrage many yesrs before that nieasure
was generally favored and were almost the
first sponsors in Cenada of the idess of
direct legislation and proportionsl repre
sentation.

The action that has heen obtainsd upon
many of these recommendations, espocislly
during the last few yeoara since the power
of the sssociations has been clearly demon-
strated, is the greatest testimony to their
determination. In the federal fleld, too,
the Influence of the grain growers has
made itself felt with greater force avery
year, and as the directors of public opinion
in the western country the sssociations
have beeosne an increasingly importunt fue-
tor in determining national affairs. j




